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Travelling People – Answers
Source 1
1. The origins of the Highland Travellers are unsure.  They are not Romany Gypsies, although some may have intermarried.  They are more likely to be related to other North European nomads such as the Lapps.

2. Highland Travellers have helped to preserve Gaelic culture through singing, storytelling and folklore.

3. They worked as tin-smiths, hawkers, horse-dealers and pearl-fishers.  They did seasonal farmwork such as harvesting and berry-picking.

4. Since the 1950s there has been pressure to settle in one place.  This has led to a decline in their traditional way of life.   Most families stopped travelling.  Those who have not settled in one place now live in caravans on council-owned campsites.  Metalworkers have scrap-metal businesses and horse-dealers have moved into road haulage. 

Source 2
5. Travelling People used horses to get around the countryside and this also gave them the opportunity to buy/sell horses over a wide area.

Source 3
6. Hazel or ash.  Because they were bendable and easy to get.

7. The winter tent needed more hazel bows than the summer tent.   This was to stand up to the winter gales.

8. There are 13 in the photo.  No :  Angus Stewart’s family is 7 in number ; the others would be close relatives.

9. Gordon Shennan was an inspector for the R.S.P.C.C. in Highland.  His work took him across the entire breadth of the Highlands and Islands.  He was a warm and kindly person and became known as someone interested in protecting vulnerable children and in giving practical advice to help parents with social problems.  

Source 4
10. The mother did cleaning and also sold clothes pegs, laces and toothbrushes.  The father made the pegs.

11. The mother did the cooking, cleaning and washing and saw the children went to school.

Source 5
12. How did the Macdonald family make their living?  

13.  ‘laik’  is   like  in English

14. from Greenock.

Source 6
i.    she would not comb her hair if her husband was in the pub

ii.   if they said some of ‘the names’, they would sit in silence the rest of the day.

iii.  naming some animals was bad luck, especially a snake

Source 7
15. Two or three days.
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