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Highland Crafts – Answers
Source 1
1. There was no slater, joiner, woollen mill nearby to turn to in time of need. 

2. The blacksmith because he shoe-ed the horses and made metal agricultural tools and other implements used in the fishing industry.

3. The evidence that ‘much heavy domestic work was done by women’ in this case is not that reliable as it says “it is reputed”.   In other words it is hearsay evidence only.

4. The need to supply the newly formed Highland regiments encouraged the growth of the tartan weaving industry.
Source 2
5. A creel is a large deep basket made form woven willow, in some cases with handles and in others with a strap for carrying on one’s back.

6. Willow was flexible.

7. The baskets were strong and great weights could be carried in them.  The fact that a woman carried a creel  strapped by a heather rope around her chest suggests that they frequently had to carry considerable loads. 

Source 3
8. Scottish Womens’ Rural Institute.
Source 4
9. Heather made the better or stronger rope.

10. Evidence of heather rope was found at Skara Brae, a 5000 year old stone village on the island of Orkney. 

11. It could be used :-
i. to tie down thatch on a roof 

ii. or to make a ladder

iii. or was used to tie up boats.

Source 5
12. Carding the wool straightened and separated the fibres and prepared them for spinning.
i.   A ‘mutch’ was a small cap commonly worn by women in the 18th/19th centuries.

ii.  A ‘shawl’ was a large woollen scarf that women wore over their shoulders for extra warmth and also was used to carry a baby if working outside. 

Source 6
13. The two major advantages were :-

i.  Distaffs and spindles were inexpensive and could be home-made.  

ii. They were easily carried, allowing women to spin while performing other tasks.

14. The two boards are for carding the wool i.e. for teasing out the wool before spinning.

Source 7
15. Spinning with the distaff was much slower than with the spinning wheel?  

16. Spinning wheels came into use in the Highlands in the early 19th century.

Source 8
17. The ‘muckle wheel’ and the ‘Saxony wheel’.

18. ‘muckle’ means big or large.

19. The wheel could be reversed so that the spindle wound up the wool/yarn.

20. The advantages of the ‘Saxony wheel’ over the ‘muckle wheel’ included :-
i.    It was smaller. 

ii.   It had a drive-belt system which turned not only a spindle but also a bobbin. 

iii.  It had a foot pedal which let the spinner sit down.

Source 9
21. The three correct statements are:-

i.    A wooden frame was constructed on to which the thatch was placed.

ii.   Heathery turf was first placed over the frame and then the thatch on top.

iii.  An old fishing net was spread over the thatch and tied down with large rocks to secure it.
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