Famous Highland Personalities
Over the centuries the Highlands & Island have produced many famous personalities.  Some are remembered for their qualities of leadership, e.g. Sir Hector Macdonald.  Others are noted for their outstanding courage e.g. Flora Macdonald.  A few might, however, be best remembered for the wrong reasons such as Rob Roy, who was a very successful cattle thief and outlaw, or the Brahan Seer whose predictions of doom still intrigue highlanders today.
Macbeth
Probably the first great Highland personality was Macbeth, who killed King Duncan and usurped the Scottish crown in 1040AD.  Unfortunately little of Macbeth’s lifestory is known ; legend, witches and William Shakespeare have embellished it a lot.  The castle at Dingwall (in its time one of the great strongholds in the north, but long since gone) has a fair claim to being his birthplace.  He reigned for 17 years from 1040 to 1057 before he too died in battle in Aberdeenshire, not as Shakespeare has it at Dunsinane Hill in Perthshire.
But what of the others?  Read on :
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 Rob Roy Macgregor
Rob Roy Macgregor (1671-1734) is legendary as the 'Robin Hood' of Scotland. He was the younger son of the chief of the clan Macgregor.   He was born at Glengyle in 1671.  Raised as a Jacobite, he took part in the Battle of Killiecrankie at the age of 18 fighting on the Jacobite side. 

He was a skilled cattle dealer and had land in Balquidder, Craigroyston and Inversnaid but was evicted after losing a considerable sum of money he had borrowed from the Duke of Montrose.  He rented land from his cousin, John Campbell, Earl of Breadalbane, who was a political enemy of the Duke of Montrose, and engaged in cattle stealing and raiding Montrose's land.  

In 1694 the name of Macgregor was outlawed and so he used his mother's name, Campbell .  During the 1715 Jacobite Rebellion Rob Roy and the clan Gregor supported the Jacobites and engaged in guerrilla warfare against the government troops in the Trossachs.  However, because of his allegiance to the Campbells, who were government supporters, he did not fight at the battle of Sheriffmuir. 

Despite this he was wanted for High Treason and lived as an outlaw until 1725 when he surrendered to General Wade. He was given a full pardon by George I and later died at his home near Balquhidder in 1734.  His grave in Balquhidder Churchyard  reads 'Macgregor despite them' in reference to the outlawing of the name. 

Click to enlarge the image, read the text and then answer the following questions.

Questions
1. True or false?

i. Rob Roy lived in the 16th century

ii. Rob Roy had Jacobite leanings

iii. Rob Roy was 63 years old when he died

iv. Rob Roy fought at the Battle of Sherrifmuir

v. Rob Roy was a cattle rustler

vi. Rob Roy was born in the late 17th century  

vii. Rob Roy died young

viii. Rob Roy was outlawed in 1694

2. To what extent was Rob Roy a Highland ‘Robin Hood’?
3. Why does his grave bear the words ‘Macgregor despite them’? 
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 Flora MacDonald
This illustration was taken from 'Boswell's Journal of the Tour to the Hebrides with Samuel Johnson' 

Flora MacDonald (1722-1790) is famous for her part in the escape of Bonnie Prince Charlie after the defeat of the 1745 Jacobite Rising.  She was born in South Uist in 1772.  Her father died soon after she was born and her mother remarried, with the result that Flora was brought up by a Clanranald family.   She was educated in Edinburgh.

Flora was a native of South Uist, but was brought up on Skye. Both her step-father and her fiance, Allan MacDonald, were soldiers in the government army during the '45 Jacobite Rebellion and she was not sympathetic to the Jacobite cause.   When she met the Prince following his defeat at Culloden, she was unwilling to help him, but eventually was persuaded to get him to Skye.   Disguising the Prince as her Irish maid, Betty Burke, Flora rowed him across the Minch from Benbecula to Portree, from where the Prince was able to sail to France.   Flora was arrested for her involvement and sent to the Tower of London, but was released shortly after due to the 1747 Act of Indemnity.

Flora later married Allan MacDonald of Kingsburgh and they emigrated to North Carolina in 1774 where they were active in recruiting Scots to fight for the British during the American Revolution.  After the British were defeated they returned to settle at Kingsburgh on Skye.  Flora died in 1790 and is buried in the churchyard at Kilmuir.
The epitaph on her memorial in the graveyard at Kilmuir in the north of Skye reads, "A name that will be mentioned in history, and if courage and fidelity be virtues, mentioned with honour" 

Click to enlarge the image, read the text and then answer the following questions.

Questions
1. Where did Flora Macdonald stand as regards the Jacobite cause?

2. Where was Flora Macdonald :    i. born         ii. brought up          iii. and educated? 

3. How did she take Bonnie Prince Charlie to Skye?
4. What part did she play in the American Revolution?

5. How old was she when she died and where is she buried?
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 Andrew Carnegie
Andrew Carnegie was born in Dunfermline in 1835.  He emigrated with his family to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1848. Beginning his career as a telegraph boy he later became the superintendent of the Pennsylvania Railroad.  During this time the building of railroads across America were attracting much speculation on the American Stock Market and many gained or lost much money as a result.  Carnegie, however, saw a market in the supply of rolling stock (coaches and wagons).   Because steel was the main component in their manufacture, he turned to steel making.  In time, the Carnegie Steel Company dominated the American steel market.   Andrew Carnegie personally owned more than 50% of the company and when he sold it in 1901 he became the richest man in the world.

Believing that a man who died rich died in disgrace, he gave away over $350 million in his lifetime and a further $30 million on his death.  He funded the building of around 3000 public libraries in America, Britain and Canada.   He also set up the Carnegie Trust for Universities in Scotland, the Carnegie Dunfermline Trust, the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, the Carnegie Institute of Pittsburgh, The Carnegie Institute of Washington, The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the Carnegie Corporation of New York.

He married Louise Whitfield in 1887 and the couple had only one daughter, Margaret, born in 1897.  The family spent six months of every year in the Highlands of Scotland.  They bought the Skibo Estate near Dornoch and built Skibo Castle as their family home.   Andrew Carnegie died in 1919 in Lenox, Massachusetts 

This page is from an exhibition given at the Historylinks Museum in Dornoch during the 150th Anniversary of Andrew Carnegie's birth. It shows a timeline of important dates in Carnegie's life. There are also two cartoons. One is from a 1905 'Life' magazine, and the other was published in 1935, on the centenary of Carnegie's birth.

Click to enlarge the image, read the text and then answer the following questions.

Questions
1. How did it come about that a Carnegie Dunfermline Trust was set up?  

2. Explain how Andrew Carnegie went on to become the world’s richest man.

3. What did Andrew Carnegie’s do with all his vast wealth?

4. What do you notice about most of Carnegie’s charitable giving?

5. What is Andrew Carnegie’s particular Highland Connection? 
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 Bonnie Prince Charlie
Born in Rome Prince Charles Edward Stuart (1720-1788) was the grandson of King James VII of Scotland and II of England and first son of James Stuart, the Old Pretender.  Following the 'Glorious Revolution' of 1688 King James had been deposed, yet Charles Edward still regarded his father as the rightful heir to the British throne.   After his father's failed Jacobite rising of 1715, Charles Edward, or Bonnie Prince Charlie, led the Jacobite rising of 1745 in an attempt to reclaim the throne for the Stuart kings. 

The Jacobite Standard was raised on 19 August 1745 at Glenfinnan with Charles Edward proclaimed as Regent and his father as King James VIII and III.  His army marched south till eventually reaching Derby.    There the decision was taken to return to Scotland.   An army commanded by the Duke of Cumberland,  youngest son of George II, pursued them. The Jacobite army met the government army at Culloden Moor in April 1746.  The Jacobites were outnumbered, poorly equipped and lacking in firepower, munitions and cavalry.  They had marched all the previous night and were hungry and tired.  In addition, the battleground suited Cumberland's cavalry and cannon and was wholly unsuitable for the Jacobites' most effective tactic - the charge.  In less than an hour the Jacobites were routed. It was the last pitched battle fought on British soil.

After the defeat at Culloden Bonnie Prince Charlie became the most wanted man in Britain.   His flight took him through many parts of the Highlands until he managed to escape to France.  He lived out his life in exile in Rome, having an illegitimate daughter, Charlotte, before marrying Louise Maximilienne Caroline in 1772.  He died depressed and drunk in Rome in 1788. 
Click to enlarge the image, read the text and then answer the following questions.

Questions
1. If James the VII of Scotland and II of England had remained king, what would Bonnie Prince Charlie eventually have become?

2. Complete the table below :-
	the Rebellion and the Battle
	the Leader

	1715
	

	Battle of Sheriffmuir
	

	1745
	

	Battle of Culloden
	


3. What were the reasons behind the defeat of the Jacobites at Culloden?

4. The latter years of Charles Edward Stuart were tragic.  In what way?
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 General Sir Hector MacDonald 

Smithy at Kinlochewe, MacDonald's Monument, and Leaning Tower
Born in the Black Isle in 1853, the son of a crofter, Hector MacDonald began his military career as a private in the 92nd Gordon Highlanders.  He earned rapid promotion.  His actions in Afghanistan earned him a commission which was almost unheard of at the time.  Following further distinguished service in Sudan and India, the crofter’s son had risen to the rank of Major-General by 1900 and was knighted in 1901.  In 1902 he took command of the army in Ceylon.
Such a rise through the ranks of the British Army was almost unheard of in the Victorian era.   Although popular with the British public at large, he had gained many enemies particularly within the army.  Allegations were made about his sexual and moral conduct, and, after damaging press reports, he committed suicide in a Paris hotel in 1903.  Many people, however, believed the allegations were false and the MacDonald Monument in Dingwall was built between 1904-1907 to commemorate Sir Hector MacDonald.  The leaning tower was erected at Dingwall near his birthplace. 

Click to enlarge the image, read the text and then answer the following questions.

Questions
1. Where was Sir Hector Macdonald born and brought up? 
2. Why had he gained so many enemies within the British Army?

3. Complete the table below on Sir Hector Macdonald’s later life :-

	Year
	Event in his life

	1900
	

	1901
	

	1902
	

	1903
	


4. What evidence is there that the allegations of misconduct against Sir Hector Macdonald were false?
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Hugh Miller, writer and geologist
Hugh Miller was born in Cromarty in 1802.  His sea captain father died when he was but five years old, but had left enough money for him to be educated.  His knowledge of geology was a result of a childhood spent wandering the countryside and shorelines of Easter Ross.  In his early years he worked as a stonemason, work that added considerably to his geological knowledge.  He became an expert in the study of fossils.   
When the stone dust damaged his lungs he turned to working as a bank clerk in Edinburgh.  While in Edinburgh he became friends with the world renowned geologist Roderick Murchison (he too had Black Isle connections in that he owned Tarradale House at Muir of Ord).  He went on to become a prolific writer and journalist, combining his religious beliefs with a passion for geology and folklore.  Miller's work was admired by contemporary scientists and writers like Darwin and Huxley, Dickens and Ruskin. 

Hugh Miller’s other main interest was church affairs.  He was a Free Church elder and played an important part in the Disruption of the Church of Scotland that took place in 1843.   He edited the evangelical newspaper 'The Witness'.  But his religious views led him into conflict with the emerging theories of evolution.  Pressures and conflicts in his life and work, as well as his ruined lungs, took their toll and in 1856 Hugh took his own life while suffering from depression.

Click to enlarge the image, read the text and then answer the following questions.

Questions
1. How did Hugh Miller come to be such a renowned geologist? 
2. What were Hugh Miller’s religious connections?

3. Hugh Miller was much involved in the ‘Disruption of 1843’.  See if you can find information on the causes of the ‘Disruption’ of the Church of Scotland in 1843 using the Search facility.
4. What led to his suicide in the end?
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'The Brahan Seer' (Coinneach Odhar Fiosaiche)
The famous Highland seer, Kenneth Mackenzie, known as 'The Brahan Seer' (Coinneach Odhar Fiosaiche), prophesied about the Mackenzies of Fairburn and the tower ; "The day will come when the Mackenzies of Fairburn shall lose their entire possessions; their castle will become uninhabited and a cow shall give birth to a calf in the uppermost chamber of the tower."  In 1851, the now ruined tower was being used by a farmer to store hay, and a cow gave birth in the garret.  It is believed that the animal, following a trail of hay, entered the tower, climbed to the top, and got stuck. Both the cow and calf were taken down five days later, allowing enough time for people to come and see the prophecy fulfilled. 

Tomnahurich, 'the hill of the yews', is on the outskirts of Inverness. The hill is said to be the home of fairies and there are several stories of fiddlers playing for the fairies inside the hill for an evening and emerging a hundred years later.  The cemetery there was opened in the 1850s and graves cover the steep sides of the hill.  The Brahan Seer had predicted the cemetery by saying that Tomnahurich Hill would be 'under lock and key, and the fairies secured within'.

The 16th or 17th century prophet, the Brahan Seer, also predicted the coming of the Caledonian Canal - "full-rigged ships will be seen sailing eastward and westward by the back of Tomnahurich”. 

Strathpeffer too has its own prophecy by the Brahan Seer.  He said that if the Eagle Stone (a small Pictish stone in the village) were to fall over three times then the valley would be flooded. The stone is now firmly cemented down.

Legend has it that Loch Ussie, near Dingwall, was where Kenneth MacKenzie, the Brahan Seer lived. It is said that when arrested for witchcraft he threw his oracle stone into the loch where it will one day be found inside a fish.

The old Brahan Castle stood about four miles south-west of Dingwall.  It was built in the 17th century as the stronghold of the Earls of Seaforth, the chiefs of the Clan MacKenzie.  The Brahan Seer worked on the estate.  After enraging the lady of the house by revealing that her husband was being unfaithful to her, Kenneth MacKenzie was accused of witchcraft and burned in a barrel of tar.  Before his death he predicted the downfall of the MacKenzies.  By the end of the 18th century his predictions had been fulfilled.  Brahan Castle was destroyed in 1953 and some of the stone used to build the Conon Bridge.
Click to enlarge the image, read the text and then answer the following questions.

Questions
1. Who was Coinneach Odhar Fiosaiche and when did he live?  

2. How much of his prophecy about the Fairburn Tower come to pass?

3. What has happened to the ‘fairies of Tomnahurich’?

4. What else did the Brahan Seer prophesy that was linked to Tomnahurich and has it come to pass? 

5. Why have they cemented down the Eagle Stone at Strathpeffer?

6. What might you catch if you were fishing Loch Ussie?

7. Describe how the Brahan Seer met his death.

8. Of the seven ‘Famous Highland Personalities’ mentioned in the sources, which one do you think should be the ‘Personality of the Year’ and why?
