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Crofting - Answers
Source 1
1. The crofter did not own the land upon which the house was built.  He only rented it.  This gave him no security of tenure. 

2. The Napier Report of 1883

3. It gave crofters 
i.    security of tenure
ii.   fair rents and 
iii.  compensation for any loss of land.

Source 2
4. A crofting township consist of i. crofts ii. croft houses and iii. the common grazings.

5. The ‘common grazings’ are shared by all the crofters in the township.

Source 3
6. The crofter would use a tractor-drawn plough.

Source 4
7. Potatoes produced a better yield than other crops.

8. The cas chrom.

9. The crofter’s wife is doing the planting.

10. Seed potatoes are needed to ensure a crop for the following year.

11. ‘Lazy beds’ were raised beds of soil, compost and seaweed about a metre wide in which the potatoes were planted.

Source 5
12. Because the man using the scythe can only cut narrow strips in front of him, he is more likely to see any nest or eggs and work round them, thus saving the birds.  

Source 6
13. The work was labour intensive, especially as most of it was manual work.   Also the family depended on the harvested crops for food over the year.

Source 7
14. Blackface and North Country Cheviot.

15. Wool was the crofter’s main source of income.

16. At least 9 ; possibly up to 12.

17. For packing the fleeces into for sending to the Wool Sorting Station.

Source 8
18. Peat is cut in the Spring because the weather is getting drier and warmer ; peats need a long time to dry.

19. They are replaced over the area from which the peats have been cut, so as to conserve the heather cover.

20. 15 to 18 days (if the peat bank is easy to work and the crofter good at it).

21. Very hard work and today’s crofters are better off and can afford other fuels e.g. oil/coal

22. Peat stacks can be very attractive when properly built.
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