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The Clearances - Answers
Source 1
1. Under the clan system the land was held communally ; under the feudal system the land belong to the king who could grant it to whom he wished?  

2. The owner of large areas of land in the Highlands was the landlord. Their main tenant was called the tacksman. The person who rented a small plot of land from the main tenant was a sub-tenant. A landless person was called a cottar.

Source 2
3. Heather and turfs were used to roof the old blackhouses  

4. The 19th century Clearances were mainly responsible for the large number of ruined croft houses seen across the Highlands.

5. To America, Canada, Australia and West Indies.

Source 3
6. He was appalled at the living conditions of the people and believed that the land could no longer sustain them.  He moved them to the coast to make way for sheep farming.

7. Many people were forcefully driven from their houses and the houses burned down.

Source 4
8. Crop failures and potato famine caused the distress and suffering in the Highlands?

i.  the landlords were having to pay their ‘poor relief’

ii.  the people got too little from the ‘poor relief’ and had heard good reports of life overseas.

9. Sir John comments that in most areas medium-sized farms rented at fair rents would probably suit better than large sheep farms.

10. A practical education agriculture and stock rearing.
11. 
Population of Highland parishes between 1755 and 1851.  

	Parish
	Population in 1755
	Population in 1851

	Gairloch (Rosshire)
	2050
	5332

	Barvas (Lewis)
	1095
	4191

	Harris
	1069
	4250


12. 
The evidence of the population change in the table above shows a threefold increase over the 100 years.

13. His conclusions were drawn from the evidence of many people throughout the Highlands and Islands.

Source 5
14. Kelp was used in the production of glass and soap.

i.    collapse of the kelp industry   
ii.   famine following the potato blight  
iii.   the clearances

15. General Lachlan MacQuarrie from Ulva became the first Governor of New South Wales.

Source 6




16. They lost their little boy and John Mackinnon lost all his family on the passage.

17. The Free Church is nearby and two services are held every Sabbath.  A Gaelic sermon is preached every Sabbath as well.

18. Margaret is shocked by the levels of drunkeness among women in Melbourne?

19. ‘There’ is in Skye.

Source 7
20. 53 children, 2 women and 1 sailor died on the passage.

21. There were too many on board ; measles and bowel complaints seem to have been mainly responsible.

22. He is hinting that they too should emigrate to Australia for the ‘good life’.

23. The worst thing in emigrating is the passage.
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